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only in strain and impact cases will the court allow recovery
where both the cause and result are of prolonged duration. 20
However, it seems that compensation could be allowed in the
instant case by applying another interpretation to the Louisiana
act. It is submitted that this could be accomplished by the courts'
reading the accident (sudden or violent) requirement in the disjunctive, giving the proper emphasis to that of violence, and by
21
applying the "violence as to effect doctrine."
Walter M. Hunter, Jr.
20. See notes 15 and 16 supra.
21. In the case of Johnson v. Zurich General Ace. and Liability Ins. Co., 161
So. 667, 668 (La. App. 1935), the court allowed recovery, finding that the plaintiff "suffered a sudden and violent shock to his heart." If this interpretation is
followed, it appears that the violence requirement may be satisfied if the injury
manifests itself in a violent manner or if the effect upon the body is violent.
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These two books constitute volumes 11 and 12 of the Contemporary Legal Systems sponsored and put out by the Comparative Law Institute of the University of Paris. The first is
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a general introduction to French law and was written by Ren6
David, Professor of Comparative Civil Law in Paris; the second
was done under his direction by fifteen other law professors in
France and consists of fifteen studies which cover the principal
substantive areas of French law. A contemplated third volume
will be a bibliography of French law.
In setting down the fundamental bases of the French legal
system, Professor David has dealt with the French juridical tradition, the political and administrative organization and the judiciary, the legal profession, the French conception of the place
of law in society, the classification or branches of French law
(public and private, civil, commercial, criminal, constitutional,
administrative, fiscal, labor, social security, procedure, and evidence), sources and methods (legislation, custom, cases, doctrine,
and some general or transcending principles). An outline of
legal education in France, and some general information of a
bibliographical nature, are provided in an appendix.
While the treatment is necessarily brief, it is clear and concise. Professor David's extensive experience in foreign countries
and with comparative law enables him to present and make
available the kind of work which can give to non-Frenchmen a
quick and readily understandable grasp of the legal system of
France. Apart from the well-arranged descriptive information,
there are two parts of the book which should be specially appreciated by those seeking to gain a comprehension of French law as
one of the basic types of the civil law system in contrast to the
common law system. One is Title IV "La Conception Frangaise
du Droit" (pages 61-80) which explains the French conception
of law by means of comparative studies of the role of law in the
social order and the general theory of law, and the rules which
are always and necessarily applicable (imp6ratives) and those
which are applied when the interested parties have not provided
otherwise (suppl6tives). The other is Chapter V of Title VI "Les
Principes Sup~ieurs" (pages 174-185) with explanation and illustration of some general principles (gquitM, abus de droit, ordre
public et bonnes moeurs, and general principles of law recognized since 1940 by the tribunals of administrative law) which
transcend the direct rules so as (1) to provide solutions for the
gaps in the law, and (2) to correct or rectify an existing rule,
in-certain exceptional situations. These explanations provide an
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additional dimension of understanding which is not obtained
from the textual provisions of the law.
The fifteen substantive studies in the second volume include
the principal areas of private law (persons and the family, successions and matrimonial property regimes, property in general,
including real security, obligations), commercial law, labor law
and social security, judicial institutions, including civil procedure
and executory process, criminal law and procedure, constitutional and administrative law, taxation, public and private international law, the French Community (metropolitan France and the
overseas countries), and some concluding observations on contemporary French legal philosophy. Since these studies average
about 36 pages each, they are necessarily concise, and each of the
fifteen authors merits commendation for having achieved comprehensive scope and clarity within the imposed limits of space.
The increased and expanding recent interest in foreign and
comparative law is world-wide now, and one of the basic modern
legal systems that other countries look to is that of France.
These works are not intended to serve for intensive research on
narrow topics, but they may well provide a background and a
good start in the right direction as well as their self-contained
value for more general purposes. Professor David and his colleagues have answered a need while also supplying an incentive.
Students and jurists everywhere are indebted to them for these
works.

LATIN AMERICA: A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO ECONOMY, HIs-

TORY, LAW, POLITICS AND SOCIETY, by S. A. Bayitch. Coral
Gables, Florida: University of Miami Press, 1961. Pp. xv,
335. $12.50.
AIRCRAFT MORTGAGE IN THE AMERICAS: A STUDY IN COMPARA-

TIVE AVIATION LAW WITH DOCUMENTS, by S. A. Bayitch.

Coral Gables, Florida: University of Miami Press, 1960. Pp.
159. $4.75.
In 1957, Professor Bayitch published the first "Guide to
Interamerican Legal Studies, A Selective Bibliography of Works
in English" but this is already out of print. Instead of merely
a new edition of the same work, he has expanded its scope by
covering some of the related social sciences. International law
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and foreign relations are not included. Like its predecessor, the
present Guide lists only selected works in English. It is realistically intended for American users who cannot read Spanish and
Portuguese; and while the scope of coverage may be limited in
relation to all pertinent publications, it does establish the existence of plenty of working materials in English and provide the
means for their accessibility.
The Bibliographical Guide consists of five parts: (1) bibliographical and reference works; (2) general information on
Latin America, and on its culture, economy, history, law, politics,
and society; (3) fundamental and background materials; (4)
guide by subjects related to Latin America generally; and (5)
guide for 20 countries, each arranged by subject. There is also
an index. It is "not intended to be a bibliography, only a research guide with the general reader in mind" (p. vii). It covers
both books and articles, and despite the compiler's protective
caveats it will prove very useful to the more specialized users
like American lawyers and law students. For example, in Part
Three on ethnical and historical backgrounds, there is included
a selected list of items on "Civil law v. Common law" (p. 35-39).
The specialized work on aircraft mortgage is intended for
more intensified use in a narrow subject. It "represents an area
type of comparative study in aviation law" (p. 5) and covers the
Latin American countries, Canada, and the United States. As
one element of its economic growth, aviation must rely on credit,
including various mortgage types of security.
Beginning with some brief indications of historical background in both the civil law and the common law, the text of this
monograph covers the following topics: the agreement, the security, rank and privileges, enforcement, and termination, and
concludes with the international problems of domestic conflict
law as well as treaty law. The documents consist of excerpts (in
English) from the aviation acts of the respective countries and
from the pertinent international conventions. The subject index
is short and useful.
These two new volumes in the Interamerican Legal Studies
of the University of Miami School of Law are welcome additions
to the materials available in English for the study of Latin
American legal problems and for comparative law in general.
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PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW, by Jean-Gabriel Castel. Toronto:

Canada Law Book Co., Ltd., 1960. Pp. viii, 326.
CASES, NOTES AND MATERIALS ON THE CONFLICT OF LAWS, by

Jean-Gabriel Castel. Toronto: Butterworth & Co., Ltd., 1960.
Pp. xxvii, 1092. $23.00.
With the large amount of trade, investment, and other relations between the United States and Canada, it is of great interest and probable use to get such a brace of new books in a field
for which there is not very much available.
The textbook is not very long but it is comprehensive. In a
Foreword, Dr. John D. Falconbridge, dean of Canadian conflicts
writers and internationally known authority, states as a primary
service of the book that "it will make readily available in the
United States of America an exposition of Canadian rules of private international law." (p. vii) The book covers not only all
the usual topics in the field, including jurisdiction and foreign
judgments as well as choice of law, but also deals with aliens
and naturalization, foreign corporations in Canada, and taxation. An appendix contains the Canada-United States Income
Tax Convention, and part of the Canadian Estate Tax Act. The
text is very amply documented; there is also a Table of Cases,
and an Index.
The casebook is a companion volume to the textbook, and intended primarily for teaching conflict of laws in Canadian law
schools. Most of the cases are Canadian, but there are also many
American and French cases and a large number of decisions
from England. The English cases have "exercised a great influence on the development of Canadian conflict of laws, not only
in the common law provinces but even in the province of Quebec." (p. vii) The book constitutes a valuable and convenient
collection which will be very useful not only for Canadian teaching purposes and comparative studies elsewhere, but also for the
Canadian and American legal profession generally.
Professor Castel had his legal training in the United States
and France, and he has had many years of teaching experience
in Canada. He is well-qualified to have done this job; thanks and
commendation are due him for these contributions to the legal
literature.
J. D.

